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Subject: Commissioner-designate for Agriculture - Additional written questions 

Dear President, 

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development, in accordance with Rule 125 of the 
Rules of Procedure of the European Parliament, held a public hearing on Tuesday, 1 October 
2019 with Janusz Wojciechowski, Commissioner-designate, who, subject to the positive 
outcome of the nomination procedure, will be responsible for agriculture. 

On the basis of the impression of the Members present at the hearing, as well as the comments 
made by my committee's coordinators, who met in camera after the hearing under my 
chairmanship for the evaluation of the Commissioner-designate, I hereby request, in line with 
Annex VII, Article 4 ( d) that the supplementary written questions, annexed to this letter, be 
forwarded to the Commissioner-designate. 

I would be very grateful if you could transmit the questions to the European Commission. 

Yours sincerely, 

Norbert LINS 

CC: Mr Antonio TAJAN! - Chair of the Conference of Committee Chairs 
Mr Pascal CANFIN - Chair on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety 

Annex: AGRI additional written questions 



ADDITIONAL WRITTEN QUESTIONS TO THE COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE FOR AGRICULTURE 

1/ At the Hearing of 1 October 2019, you talked about a long-term vision for agriculture. What 
is it, and how would you integrate it into the existing CAP reform, in particular, with reference 
to: 

- The European Green Deal: What role do you foresee for organic farming and new breeding 
techniques? 

- Family farming: Which concrete measures will you take to prevent land grabbing and what 
is your position on the compromise reached in COMAGRI concerning capping and the 
redistributive payment? 

- Innovation: Could you please inform us of concrete areas in which you see potential for 
innovation in the agricultural sector? · 

2/ One of the founding principles of CAP was to "to ensure a fair standard of living for 
farmers". How will you ensure equitable distributions of CAP payments in the next CAP 
reform to fulfil this principle? In particular, will you commit to support full convergence of 
payments per/HA within Member States in the next programming period, bearing in mind that 
divergent payments within Member States are based historic data going back pre 2003 when 
payment were decoupled and are therefore indefensible? 

In order that we can defend and maintain the CAP budget in the future what initiatives do you 
intend to take in your mandate to ensure that farmers in receipt of CAP payment engage in 
meaningful actions to deal with the issue of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and to address 
animal welfare concerns related to intensive livestock farming? 

3/ In the hearing on I October, you acknowledged that the CAP Reform proposal probably 
goes too far towards re-nationalisation. You also referred to the Court of Auditors' criticisms 
of the proposal, and said a number of times that you are open to improving the proposal. 
However, in your written answers, you said "As an experienced auditor, I believe in a change 
towards a policy based on performance rather than compliance and I think that public 
expenditure must be focused on achieving measurable results. I stand ready to work with the 
European Parliament and Member States to ensure this change in management of the CAP will 
work for both farmers and administrations." What exactly is your position? How, in concrete 
terms, do you intend to improve the proposal, and in what timeframe? 

How also do you intend to lead as AGRI Commissioner on the Farm to Fork Strategy, which 
should serve as a genuine EU Food Policy, and what kind of coherence do you envisage 
between it and the ongoing debate on the CAP reform proposal? 

Delegating to Member States all responsibility for plànning and strategy, including for climate 
and environmental measures gives power to the Commission to assess effectiveness and 
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commonality of national strategic plans without the precise mandatory basic requirements 
being defined at European level. How then will European farmers be incentivised to move 
towards the achievement of common objectives, with adequate and fair remuneration to deliver 
improved environmental services and added value for the protection of climate, water, soil and 
biodiversity, to the benefit of the whole EU community? 

The EU must continue to steer the policy towards more ambitious objectives, in the framework 
of the New Green Deal and other domains such as the role of women in agriculture and rural 

. areas. Many MEPs believe that if we move away from compliance, we risk losing the current 
safeguards for the integrity and commonality of the future CAP. Following your comments in 
the hearing, are you ready to support an alternative approach, based on the current compliance 
system - that has proven effective (less than 3% error) and which ensures equal treatment and 
sound EU-wide implementation? How, specifically, will you move things towards such an 
alternative approach? 

. 4/ As regards the CAP as a vehicle to transition to sustainable farming systems everywhere: 
Do you intend to make new CAP proposals that would only reward sustainable farming systems 
favourable to biodiversity, which do not contribute to climate change, reduce livestock 
densities to sustainable levels, introduce a compulsory crop rotation with leguminous crop to 
move away from imported feed? Will you bring forward a coherent program, which directs 
funding to small-scale farming in the EU? 

If you stick to the new delivery model, when assessing the strategic plans, how will you ensure 
that Member States who are reluctant to spend 40% of CAP budget on climate and 
environment, e.g. through mandatory eco-schemes, actually do so in a proper and effective 
way? 

In .either scenario, how will you increase ambition and what methods do you have to hold 
Member States accountable on international climate and development commitments? How wil1 
you ensure gender mainstreaming throughout the CAP? Will you ensure that funding from the 
Rural Development Programme will still be linked to the cohesion fund through the common 
-provisions regulation? How will you use the CAP to help farmers adapt to climate change, 

· boosting resilience of agroecosystems, notably by deepening topsoil and integrating 
agroforestry? 

Given it is already possible using Integrated Pest Management to cut use of pesticides by 
between 30-50%, will you push a target of 50% pesticide use reduction by 2025? 

5/ As regards the contribution of agriculture to the European Green Deal: What needs to be 
changed in the current CAP reform to ensure that agriculture contributes its fair share to the 
achievement of the objectives of the Paris Agreement and international commitments on 
biodiversity and that farmers are incentivised to adopt more environmentally and climate 
friendly practices? 

How do you see the link between the CAP reform and the Farm to Fork Strategy and how 
would this translate into concrete measures? 
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What would be the concrete contribution of agriculture to a circular economy? 

6/ DG AGRI has played and plays a crucial role in defining EU agriculture and forestry. In 
view of this, how do you intend to achieve your objectives without the state aid unit in your 
Directorate-General? 

How do you intend to ensure that the transitional regulation is designed to gradually prepare 
Member State administrations for the new delivery model? 

How will you handle the risk of double-standards, when sustainability requirements coming 
from finance sector might differ from the existing legislation's sustainability criteria on woody 
biomass or CAP as far as sustainable finance regulation and taxonomy in concerned? · 

Will you favour small and medium sized farms on behalf of big farms? Y ou repeatedly said 
that small and medium sized farms are best equipped to produce sustainable products and 
combat climate change. What is the proof of this statement? 

Can you confirm that future Eco schemes will reward farmers and those rewards can go beyond 
the cost coverage principle applied in pillar 2 of the CAP? 

7 / Do you agree with the reduction of CAP expenditure as it is proposed in the Draft 
Multiannual Financial Framework for the years 2021-2027? 
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